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Figure 1. Summary of citation database (ISI Web of Knowledge -Web of Science) in terms of number of publications / year in a 30-year timespan (1981 -2011) with different topics. Topic terms that appeared in the titles, abstracts, and keywords include: (1) Riparian ecology (total paper number, n = 1048), (2) Riparian ecosystem (n = 2836), (3) Riparian ecosystem functioning (n = 590), (4) Riparian ecosystem services (n = 164), and (5) Riparian ecosystem conservation (n = 1335).
the journal by developing the scope of the REC and ensuring the breadth and depth of coverage of manuscripts we receive and publish. Along with the above mentioned topics including biodiversity and management, the scope areas that we hope to encourage in the REC are ecohydrology, geomorphology, sediment dynamics, biogeochmical processes, and those factors' influence on riparian biota, riparian ecosystem functions and services, as well as social dimensions. Such publications in interdisciplinary research topics can be regarded as a repository of scientific knowledge on riparian environmental studies, conservation and management in a changing environment.
Our team will do our best to make the journal of real value for the ecologists and environmental scientists who are seeking to cutting-edge knowledge on riparian sciences for a better and safer world.
2008 (Figure 1) . During recent years, increasing number of studies examined impacts of anthropogenic disturbance, such as land use change, climate change, and invasive species, on biodiversity, ecosystem processes and services in riparian areas. Thus, there is a need to launch a riparian ecological journal, such as Riparian Ecology and Conservation (REC), to serve as a hub for knowledge dissemination and exchange of knowledge among scientific community, stakeholders and managers working on riparian systems.
Riparian Ecology and Conservation has an impressive international editorial advisory board from five continents with wide-range research expertise. The goal of the international journal is to provide the best platform for publishing outstanding research papers, including communications, letters, reviews, and commentaries in the field of riparian ecology and conservation. We are looking forward to grow
